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The TRIBE recently received a xerox- 
ed copy of a newsletter called “Fuparl 
Monthly Reports on the Underground 
Press” put out by the National Media 


Analysis Ine., Washington, D.C, These 
people read. our newspapers and fien 
report on us lo various interested groups, 
such es the CIA and other branches of the 
U.S. governmerit, 

They report, ‘..we are quite well con- 
vinced the underground papers have a 
‘tremendous influence on the 15-25 year- 
old brackel,. indirectly as well as direct- 
ly.” Here are some more of their obser- 
vations: ae 


(a)Circulation of underground papers 
is concentrated in major metropolitan 
areas and around college campuses, but 
-not restricted to such areas... : 

(b) There is an overlap in readership 
between official college newspapers and 
the undergrounds, but the overiap ap- 
pears to be shrinking in favor of the 
undergrounds, ; 

(c) The underground press has in- 
fluenced the conventional media in its 
attitude’ toward the society and in the 
issues and events covered. 

(ad). Within such topical areas as the 
Vietnam War, ecology; rock rousic, and 
sexual attitudes, the underground press 
has often been the major ‘tastemaker’.or 
‘issue maker’. 

(c) Underground press impact on the 
society is expected to be manifested in 


the appearance of numerous additional 


underground papers in areas where there 
have been few in the past, as well as in 
circulation increases in existing papers. 
We do not considera publication an 
UNDERGROUND unless it characteristic 
all meets some.of a set of criteria briefly 
summarized as follows: Approve 
(a) Stated intent, or ddvocacy, 0! 
throwing the sovicty-by violent or subver- 


sive means. 

(b) Trading in the obvious rhetoric or 
violent or subversive revolution—usually 
historically iaentifiable. 

(ce) Advocacy of the use of tactics or 
weapons typical of revolutionary or guer- 
rilla warfare—again, usually identifiahle 
historically, = u 

(a) Attacking “the systern” flself in- 
stead of individuals or groups who may 
be misusing it—exploitation of grievances 
versus attempts to prornote reform. 

(e) Relentlessly attempting to justify 
its'violent or subversive posture on the 
basis of some Jaw higher than that of the 
land. . ay ee 
Obviously, there is a JUDGMENTAL 
"ACTOR involved in selecting papers for 
inclusion as part of the underground 
press~~and there are honest differences of 
some publications, even 


among 
two factors, however, which reduce the 
probability of error by the careful an- 
alyst. One of these is the fact that the 


‘primary mission of the bonafide under- 


ground is to serve as & combination pro- 
paganda-communications medium for 
some political group or philosophy. Thus, 
even the most subtle paper at the beginn- 
ing must eventually reveal at least a por- 
tion of its true colors or fail in its primary 
mission, The other factor serving accur- 
acy in identifying underground papers is 
geen through the use of an approach 
similar in results to the technique which 
enables .a physical anthropologist to id- 
entify a relatively small bone fragment as 


having once been part of a fully deserib- - 


ably; whole body. In other words, a 
knowledge of the detailed characteristics 


a Food 
NF Sa 


7 
I 


single paper even if it does not exhibit 
ALL of the characteristics of an under- 
ground within a few editions, 


DETAILS ON SELECTED PAPERS 
Berkeley Tribe, Box 9043, Berkeley’ 
CA $4709, Founded: June 1969, Cir: 
25,000 (sic!). Editor: Staff. Tabloid size, 
usually having 20 pages. I"ull-page ad sells 
for $412.50, - Subscriptions $6.00/yr in 
the US; $9/yr foreign (sic). ; oa 
The TRIBE was started by the former 
staff of the more affluent Berkeley Barb 
(50,000 Cir and $464/page advertising) 
following a fight- with Bazb owner Max 
Sheer over his interest in making mone; 
while the highly idealistic and radical- 
politics- oriented staff put the paper out 
for practically nothing. The TRIBE is 
collectively owned by its staff and makes 
editorial decisions on an clective basis. It 
demonstrates. the greatest of interest in 
community organizational work in “the 
Berkeley-San Francisco area and focuses 


on the Black Panthers, Weatherraan, Chis 


cano and Indian movements, It is vicious- 
ly anti-military and against the Vietnam 
war-“‘the only way to end the Sf Asia. 
war is to start a revolution in Amerixa”-- 
and contemptuous of government pclicies 
at home and abroad, It speaks of “scft 
drugs” in condoning terms, but is not as 
rabid In advocating them as ot}er papers; 
features drug advice for overdose cases 
and favors marijuana. It dogs not carry 
the “sex ads” its staff objected to so 
strenuously in the money-making Barb, 
but usually has a page ox two of ads for 
meetings of various “liberation fronts” 
and movernents organizations, and has 
the table of phone numbers of political 


of a large number of underground papers groups, clinics, ecoteratives, defense 
assists in the proper identification of any ; Mee = ; 
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Intioas typical of the Dppe-o 184 
secking deep invoiverment in community 


airairs. 


ANALYSIS CF THE REGULAR 


June Bay ° Mar. Jen. ove dul. OST SLY SAMPLE ; 
375 4871 1971 1971 1970 «979 Note: Every month from a sampie of 
~~ uncersround paners from all sections of 
1 4 1 } 2 1 the cou intry, we weigh the accumulation 
2 i. G 1 23 r 9 of ernphasis given to cach topic specitical- 
5 6 ene 3 h ‘ , ; ly identifiable—using such factors as cir- 
4 PERSONALITIES 5 2 “9 ‘ ulation, allocation of space lo a given 
BURBAMASEAIRS . 10 9 19 G 4 tupic, placement of arlicies on pancs, the 
c iene e i nur 4 7 15 7 7 * page on which the crticle anpears, end the 
) eras ATE L re iG 5 3 : beveunea display or photographic ert accompany- 
& A ; WAR A SG iene Z Not beni eas ne ty Be eae one ies analyze ie 
sS0Ul HIEAST me OKs Oh ig a 4g suslangee ee ee 
+9 Worse LiRERATICR 7 5 3 3 : they. cover in an order which indicates th 
11 SOOKSIPOLLRY . 1 7 16 i 19 relative importance given to various mat- 
I2PRESSHAEDIA. C8131 Sty. CMET#, BY theutnderground press as a whole 
13 Fnessinea 5 5 Ps during the period studied. sia 
TE BUSINESS/NOUSTRY 19 14 12 1 1G 11 pp DOOR RE eee ee ae ia ate below 
16am oo ae 8 if f a month, we are sane.ia se stnple Ee 
te er ICE ‘i 16 a ode <2 ALL of the Lopics which received anys 
7 Le LITARY/ORAET 45 oO ‘ . / appreciable emptasis in a large. under. 
s) ghe ee oe 7 te & cround press sample during Lhe month of 
TSFEBESAL AGENCIES 16 27. 17 - 16 9 21) june 1974. The numbors at lie left of the 
19 LABOR 200 23 220 #2 4 topic names indicate how the Lopics rank- 
20 PULLUTION/ECOLOGY 22 18 2] 20 13 ed in terms of .ermphasis give in June. 
21 PRISOHS . 25 12 19 22 22 Selected reacings on these same topics 
22 WIXCM/AGNEW 24 OS 15 20 from the previous twelve months ave in- 
Zo HOMOSEXUALITY 28 22 24 tot meas’d, dieated by the numbers in the columns at . 
24 CAMPUS ae 13 18 14 & 1% the right, 
25 ZELIGIOR/THE OCCULT #4 20 i 1S ib MINORITY GROUPS jumped to see 
26 Pe APPENS ae 23 25 eu . Mot mecs’a. ond place in the analysis {bis month, 
27 HETERGSEXUALITY 27 286 3 ‘17 having climbed from 23 in January of this 
: year, The emphasis within this Lopic wes 


primarily on two sub-lopies: (a) reported 
race cleshes—blemed on Whites at all 
levels, ranging froin accusations of pro- 
crasiinalion on school cosegrecation by 
; . PresiGenl Nixon to “racists” within locai 
: ; potice torees~and (b) Black Pover pro- 
nouncements—ihis time, not just from 
expectedly’ mitilant organizations such -es 
the Biack Panthers, bul from community 
and locel groups spesiting of the need to 
organize ‘for survival.” 
“JUSTICBICOUNTS is back in the top 
ten, this lime raginiy es the result cf 
massive atlentiona to “Federal Grand 
Juries—the new weapon.” This quoie is 
fYom Washington’s Quicksilver Times 
which contends the government is using 
grand -juries to combal “the move- 
meni? —“to create misirust and guilt in 
{he niovement; to drive a wedge Eztween 
ell groups including overground end un- 
dorgroun 1” The Liberated Guardian de- 
Voies a two-base spread to deseribing a 
counicreampaizn designed to “ake 
piand juries useless as ‘fishing expedit- 
. ions’ and to use thera es a focus for 
> poblical action.” Guardian, along with 
the Berkeley Tribe, urges re vaders io find 
out such jaformation as what juries ere 
mceling, what they are investigating, and 
who is sitting on then, Then, it urges its 
readers not to “allow a grand iuy to 
tavet withawl 2 large demonstration out- 


side.” ‘The primary messaze of the under- 


in bold acaclines: “Don’t Testify!” 


REVOLUTIONISTS GO LACK TO THs 
BOOKS 

REVOLUTION! maintained its usual 
first place pesition in this month’s ana 
lysis, often with what was little more 
than a reworking. of the same rationate 
end slogans underground press observers 
have become accustomed to. Paik s the 
most significent new thrust is a rather 
general “pack to the booxs” theme. Boin 
in articies and in disp'ay advertising there 
is aateh. eniphasis on the pletpora of 
literature on revolulion ang guerrilla war- 
fare which has been punk Hed in the US. 


_in the past few years. There is aiso a ca'l 


for emphasis on orthos doxy...Atle ntAa’s 
Great ‘SP eckled Bird said rather bluntly 
thal it is well cnougn to make heroes ort 
of Che Guevara, Fio Chi Minh, Mao and 
Lenin, but the s sorious yevelutionary must 
study “The source of thoir ideas: the 
Moarxist=Leninist tradition.” 

KKK PUSHES PANTHERS FOR A- 
TENTION . 

Our usual rank-ordering of GCRGAN- 
IZATIONS® according to the amount of 
attention they receive in the uncergrounc 
press has recently incluaed the Ku Klux 
Klan—interest in Chem coming prin arhiy 
from the flarerwp of Klen activity In 
Texes, This month enough emphasis wis 
given to this organization to push it near 
to the top of the list, second “only to the 
Black Panthers in the anaiysis. in dure, 
the most prominent organize Lions TANKea 
in the following order: Black Panther 
Party, Mu Klux Klan, Meyday Tyibes, 
eetherman, Veneeremos, Social Workers 
Porty, Young Socialist Aliance, Nations 
Welfare Rights Organization, Palestin 
Guerrillas, Vietnam Veterans Against the 
Yar, Miedical Committee .for Human 
Rights, Yippies, Legion of SUSHEE Young 
Lords Party, Ecco Cormmando Force 70, 
JOMO, White Panthers, Student Mobil- 

ization Committee, FLQ. 


ED: TORS SUMMARY—What the vaz- 
ious radical and revolutionist groups are 
saying is “we have to get cut to the 
people, and ovganize th era—and hipaa 
so much rattiing cf our guerrilla bas 
oleers.” This is what is havvening oth 
the uncerground press, it is spre eading ont 
at the base, and with less noise and tore, 
We may even see a few nationality circi 


ul- 
aled peers fold, but at least, as we sce ft, 
their number has peaked, The incresse 
will continue at the ecmmunily level, 
And, there will be a continued increase of 
a wild assortment of high scnool undo 
gvounds-the high schoo! underground 
préss sorvice in Wasningion claims they 
elreacy number in the thousands. 
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